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CLASS NOTES

Class Notes
New address?
New email?
New name?

1950s
Sister Marie Julie Fecher
(MUS ’59, MFA ’64)
celebrated 80 years as an
Ursuline Sister of Mount
Saint Joseph in Maple
Mount, Ky. Sr. Marie Julie
ministered as a music
instructor for almost 50
years. From 1976 to 1994,
she was a member of the
music faculty at Brescia
College (now University) in
Owensboro, Ky. She lives at
the Ursuline Motherhouse
and is a member of the
Powerhouse of Prayer.

1960s
Michael M. Kazanjian
(LAS ’69) authored the
third edition of his book,
“Unified Philosophy:
Interdisciplinary
Metaphysics, Ethics, and
Liberal Arts.”

1970s
Gerald Gorski (JD ’70)
is now an independent
trustee of Kite Realty Group
following the company’s
merger with Retail
Properties of America Inc.,
which he formerly served
as chairman.
Thomas Kersten (EDU ’71,
LAS MA ’74), associate
professor emeritus of
Roosevelt University in
Chicago, published the
14th edition of his book,
“Taking the Mystery Out of
Illinois School Finance,” as
well as the article “School
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DePaul alumni are on the move, and we want to
ensure we can keep up with you.
Please go to alumni.depaul.edu and update
your information so we can keep you updated
with alumni benefits, events and other news you
can use!

District Benefits: What Are
School Leaders Thinking
About Today?” in the
spring-summer 2021 issue
of the Journal of School
Business Management.
Doug Bruno (LAS ’73,
MA ’88), head coach
of DePaul’s women’s
basketball team, was
inducted into the Women’s
Basketball Hall of Fame
Class of 2022.
George Andros (JD ’74) has
joined Disparti Law Group,
headquartered in Chicago.
David Pritchard (JD
’77) authored the
book “Feel the Rain:
An Introduction to the
Complexity and Expansion
of Consciousness,” which
explores the long disputed
nature of consciousness
as well as best practices
for expansion of consciousness. Pritchard is
a former partner at Salvi,
Schostok & Pritchard and
also worked pro bono as
executive director of the
U.S.-Japanese charity
Friends Without A Border.
Frank Arcaro (BUS ’78,
MST ’87) was named senior
global principal consultant
at Nexdigm. Before joining
Nexdigm, Arcaro held
senior leadership positions
with Hollister and KPMG.
Scott Ellis (THE ’78)
directed Second Stage’s
new production of “Take Me
Out,” a Tony Award-winning
Best Play by playwright
Richard Greenberg, at

the Hayes Theater in New
York City. Ellis is associate
artistic director at New
York’s Roundabout Theatre
Company.
James Charlton (JD ’79)
has been elected president
and chairman of Administer
Justice, an Illinois-based
nonprofit that provides civil
justice access to vulnerable
individuals.
Rosemary A. Vassiliadis
(BUS ’79), director of the
Clark County Aviation
Department in Nevada,
was appointed to the
Federal Reserve Bank
of San Francisco’s board
of directors for its Los
Angeles branch. She
previously served as the
budget chief for the city of
Las Vegas and director of
finance for Clark County,
Nevada.

1980s
Dr. William McDade (CSH
’80), chief diversity and
inclusion officer for the
Accreditation Council
for Graduate Medical
Education, joined the
National Black Nurses
Foundation’s 2022 board of
directors.
David Contis (BUS ’81, JD
’85) has joined the board
of CBL Properties as lead
director. He is the founder
and president of Agora
Advisors Inc.

CEO of the Urban League of
Greater Atlanta, was named
to Atlanta Magazine’s 2022
list of Atlanta’s 500 most
powerful leaders in the
religion, nonprofits and
advocacy category.
Edward Grossman (JD
’81) won the world arm
wrestling championships,
both left- and right-handed
in his age group, in
Bucharest, Romania.
Debra Potempa (CSH ’81)
was named president of
Parkview Wabash Hospital
in Wabash, Ind. She was
most recently system
chief nursing officer and
vice president of hospital
operations at Mercy Health
System, which serves
northern Illinois and
southern Wisconsin.
Mark Kaminsky (BUS ’85),
chief operating officer of
Koch Foods in Park Ridge,
Ill., now serves as the
National Chicken Council’s
chairman for 2021–22.
Rebecca Lee Larsen
(LAS MS ’85) is serving
as district president of the
American Legion Auxiliary,
Department of Illinois.
Her work as a national
legislative advocate earned
the National Legislative
Award in 2019–21 for her
St. Charles, Ill.-based unit.
She also serves on the
Illinois Board of Directors
for the American Legion
Auxiliary.

Nancy A. Flake Johnson
(MST ’81), president and
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» BUS Driehaus
College of Business
» CDM Jarvis College
of Computing and
Digital Media
» CMN College of
Communication
» CSH College of
Science and Health
» EDU College of
Education
» JD College of Law
» LAS College of
Liberal Arts and Social
Sciences
» MUS School of Music
» SCPS School of
Continuing and
Professional Studies
» THE The Theatre
School

Share your news with
the DePaul community!
We want to hear about
your promotion, career
move, wedding, birth
announcement and
other accomplishments
and milestones.
Please include your
name (and maiden
name if applicable),
along with your email,
mailing address,
degree(s) and year(s)
of graduation.
Mail to:
DePaul University Office
of Alumni Relations
ATTN: Class Notes
1 E. Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60604
Email:
dpalumni@depaul.edu
Online submissions:
alumni.depaul.edu
Class notes submitted
by email and through
the Alumni & Friends
website will be considered for inclusion
in DePaul Magazine.
DePaul reserves the
right to edit class notes.
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Kenneth P. Quinn (JD
’85) was hired as partner
by global law firm Clyde
& Co. in its global
aviation practice, based
in Washington, D.C. He is
general counsel and secretary of the Flight Safety
Foundation and previously
served as chief counsel of
the U.S. Federal Aviation
Administration, counselor
to the U.S. Secretary of
Transportation, and senior
advisor to the U.S. Office
of the President-Elect.
He was also named
a Fellow of the Royal
Aeronautical Society and
elected President of the
International Aviation Club.

Spotlight

Gregory Schiffman (BUS
’85) has joined the board
of AYRO, Inc. He is CFO of
Absci, headquartered in
Vancouver, Wash.
Phil Weber (JD ’85) was
appointed of counsel at real
estate law firm Cassin &
Cassin LLP.
Stephan Blandin (JD
’86), founding partner of
Chicago-based law firm
Romanucci & Blandin, was
named to the Top 100 Super
Lawyers, 2022 Illinois
Super Lawyers and Illinois
Rising Stars lists by Super
Lawyers Magazine.
Marinna Wright Metoyer
(JD ’86) has assumed the
position of public defender
for Livingston County, Ill.
Carol Brandt (BUS ’87),
a wealth management
financial advisor for Merrill
Lynch, was named to
Forbes’ 2022 America’s Top
Women Wealth Advisors
list. Brandt has also been
recognized on Barron’s
Top 100 Women Financial
Advisors and the Financial
Times Top 400 Financial
Advisors.
Brian Vandenberg (JD ’87),
former general counsel at
both the American Medical
Association and Livongo,
was named chief administrative officer and general
counsel at Homeward, a
new, San Francisco-based
company focused on
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isteners of Chicago’s
classical music station,
WFMT-FM, have long found
comfort in the playlist of Bach,
Beethoven, Brahms and other
centuries-old compositions
by the male titans of European
music. But comfort often
leads to stagnation. That’s
why, in its wisdom, WFMT
hired LaRob K. Rafael (MUS
’15) as its weekend morning
host and producer. Rafael
brings a breath of fresh air
to the musical rotation as he
adds new and underexplored
composers and performers
from underrepresented
groups to the mix.

SUMMER 2022

On one Sunday, listeners
were treated to the artistry
of African American women
with Chicago-based violinist
Caitlin Edwards playing her
own arrangement of the
spiritual “Faithful,” Lara
Downes interpreting jazz
pianist Hazel Scott’s “Peace
of Mind,” and contemporary
violinist and composer Jessie
Montgomery’s “Peace,” played
by Black clarinetist Anthony
McGill and Taiwanese pianist
Gloria Chien. The sentiment
of these pieces was entirely
intentional.
Rafael, a bass-baritone
singer who performs with

Chicago’s William Ferris
Chorale, also acts as the
artistic director of Hearing
in Color, a Chicago-based
organization dedicated to
bringing historically excluded
music, stories and composers
into musical spaces.
“I think it’s a myth that
communities of color do not
like classical music or can’t
access classical music,” Rafael says. “I think the problem
is we don’t see ourselves
reflected enough in classical
spaces. So, Hearing in Color
is the stage for a Latina to
tell her story about how she
grew up listening to mariachi
with her grandfather and how
that affected the way that she
listens to and appreciates
classical music. It’s for the
Black person who grew up in
church and knows spirituals
like the back of their hand, and
that affected the way that they
experience classical music.”
Among the events Hearing
in Color has mounted are
“Kababayan: A Celebration of
Filipino Identity,” featuring
performances from singers,
poets, comedians and
others, and “Undying Love,”
a chamber opera by Steve
Wallace, an award-winning
African American singer and
composer from Chicago.
“What I hope to do as a
young, Black connoisseur of
classical music is to continue
to change its static culture,”
Rafael says. “It has been the
same for a very long time,
but that’s not the case for the
music. It has been changing. I
want to be an amplification for
that change.”
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improving access to
high-quality, affordable
primary and specialty care
in rural communities.
Brian A. Rankin (JD
’88) has been promoted
to corporate senior
vice president, senior
deputy general counsel
for Comcast Corporation.
Rankin has worked for
Comcast since 2005.
Mark Schultz (MBA ’88)
joined Shopoff Realty
Investments, a national
manager of opportunistic
and value-add real estate
investments, as chief
financial officer.
Deborah Borman (JD ’89)
is the writing director
for Texas Appleseed,
an Austin-based legal
nonprofit. She oversees
the report filings regarding
compliance with remedial
orders in the case M.D.
v. Abbott, a 10-plus-year
federal lawsuit against the
State of Texas foster care
system.
W. Earl Brown (THE MFA
’89) gave the presidential
lecture at Murray State
University, in his hometown
of Murray, Ky. The
actor guest-starred on
the Season Two premiere
episode of the Disney+
series “The Mandalorian.”
Elena Kraus (JD ’89) was
named executive vice
president and chief legal
officer at Whataburger, a
San Antonio-based restaurant chain in 14 states.
Kraus previously served
as senior vice president
and general counsel for
Walgreens Boots Alliance,
the parent company of
Walgreen Co. and the
nation’s second-largest
retail pharmacy chain.
John C. Robak Jr. (BUS
’89) was elected chairman
of the board of directors
at Greeley and Hansen,
a Chicago-based global
engineering, architecture
and consulting firm in the
water infrastructure sector.
Robak leads all business
affairs for the firm,

including international
growth in Latin America,
Africa and the Middle East.
Sharon Silverman (COE
MA ’89) is now serving as
chairperson of the board
of trustees at the Spertus
Institute for Jewish Learning
and Leadership in Chicago.
Thomas Ward (MBA ’89)
has been promoted to vice
president of risk services
with Chicago-based RLI
Corp.

1990s
David T. Anderson (BUS
’90, MBA ’99) was named
chief financial officer at
the American Association
of Nurse Anesthesiology.
Previously, Anderson was
regional finance controller
for Renishaw Americas, a
health care and machine
tool engineering and
manufacturing company,
and chief financial officer
for the American Academy
of Dermatology.
Brian Caputo (BUS
MS ’90), president of
College of DuPage in Glen
Ellyn, Ill., was named
to the Higher Learning
Commission Peer Corps to
help ensure that institutions in the central United
States comply with various
accreditation criteria.
Bridget Reidy (JD ’90)
has been appointed as
executive vice president
and chief operating
officer of Exelon’s business
services company.

digital health programs.
He previously served as
chief commercial officer
for Click Therapeutics, vice
president of market development for Walgreens and
director of reimbursement
for Johnson & Johnson.

Jeffrey Kernagis (MBA ’93)
joined Vident Investment
Advisory, a provider of
portfolio management,
trading, operational and
capital markets solutions,
as senior portfolio
manager.

Latasha Thomas (JD ’90), a
senior counsel at Chicagobased global law firm Clark
Hill and former four-term
alderman of Chicago’s
17th Ward, was honored by
the Business Leadership
Council in its “Honoring
Our Brave Leaders and
Champions” social media
series.

Josemaria Martinez (SCPS
’93) was appointed partner
at Calibre One, a global
executive search boutique
specializing in building
leadership teams for
innovators, entrepreneurs
and companies undergoing
technology or digital
transformation.

Laura Ashmore (THE ’91,
JD ’94) was named one
of the “Top 50 Women in
Law” by Chicago Lawyer
Magazine and the Chicago
Daily Law Bulletin.
James Botana (JD ’92) has
joined the board judicial
screening committee of the
Illinois Supreme Court. He
is office managing principal
of Chicago-based Jackson
Lewis PC.

Melvin Gaceta (MBA ’94)
as joined Touchdown
Ventures as a venture
partner. He is based in
Chicago.

William Hunter (BUS ’92,
MBA ’96) joined the board
of directors and now serves
as interim CEO at Tonogold
Resources, a company
holding rights to acquire a
substantial portion of the
Comstock Mining District in
Nevada.

Danica Hubbard (LAS
MA ’94), an English
professor at College of
DuPage in Glen Ellyn, Ill.,
authored “Sex Offender:
My Father’s Secrets, My
Secret Shame,” a book
that combines memoir and
academic research and
documents how families
of sex offenders can feel
isolated while navigating
the criminal justice system.

Mark Middendorf (MBA
’92) was named president
of Ave Maria University, a
private liberal-arts Catholic
university in southwest
Florida.

Edward H. Patrick (BUS
MS ’94) was named vice
president for finance
and administration at
Washington College in
Chestertown, Md.

Ashley Romito (JD ’90)
was appointed chief of
special prosecutions
for the criminal division
in the McHenry County
State’s Attorney’s Office in
northern Illinois. Romito
previously worked as
criminal prosecutor for
the Cook County State’s
Attorney’s Office in Illinois.
Joel Sangerman (BUS
’90) was named chief
commercial officer for my
mhealth, a global leader in
delivering clinically proven

Amy Zoloto (MUS ’93)
is now a full-time bass
clarinetist and clarinetist
with the Cleveland
Orchestra.

Kevin S. Woltjen (JD ’94,
MBA ’94) joined national
law firm Bradley Arant
Boult Cummings LLP’s
Corporate and Securities
Practice Group in Dallas.
Daniel Perlin (JD ’95)
joined the Chicago office of
Nixon Peabody as counsel
in its affordable housing
and real estate practice.

» Nicole Robinson
(BUS ’92, MBA ’00) is
now CEO of YWCA
Metropolitan Chicago.

Alex Bokich (MBA ’96) has
joined Wintrust Mortgage
in Chicago as a senior
mortgage consultant.

SUMMER 2022

Andrew Boris (JD ’96)
was promoted to executive
vice president and CEO
of American Agricultural
Insurance Company,
headquartered in
Schaumburg, Ill.
Frank Cesario (MBA ’96)
was named chief executive
officer of Yunhong CTI Ltd.,
a manufacturer of custom
film products, foil and latex
novelty balloons, and flexible packaging products.
Cesario formerly served
the company as president
and chief financial officer
and sits on its board of
directors.
Corliss Garner (BUS ’96)
was named to Crain’s
Chicago Business’ “2021
Notable Black Leaders
and Executives” list. She is
senior vice president and
head of corporate social
responsibility and diversity,
equity and inclusion at
Chicago-based First
Midwest Bancorp.
Ramzi Hermiz (BUS
’96) was named a board
member and interim CEO
of BorgWarner’s North
American Controls division,
headquartered in Detroit,
Mich. Hermiz was formerly
a board member and CEO of
Shiloh Industries.
George Tziahanas (CSH
MS ’96, JD ’00) is now
managing director of
Breakwater Solutions LLC,
an information governance
and data risk management
company. He is based in
Chicago.
Coreen Dicus-Johnson (JD
’97) was included in the
Milwaukee Business News’
list “Notable Women in
Insurance.” She is president
and CEO of Network Health
in Menasha, Wis.
Christina Outlay (CSH
’97, CDM MS ’02) was
appointed executive
director of Maydm, a
Madison, Wis., organization
that introduces girls and
youth of color to technology
and programming through
project-based learning
to balance the disparities

D E PA U L M AG A Z I N E

29

CLASS NOTES

within science, technology,
engineering and mathematics (STEM) fields.

president and CEO of
Instituto del Progreso
Latino in Chicago.

Frank Sommario (BUS ’97,
JD ’00), senior partner of
Chicago-based law firm
Romanucci & Blandin, was
honored by the Justinian
Society of Lawyers with its
Award of Excellence and
named to the Top 100 Super
Lawyers, 2022 Illinois
Super Lawyers and Illinois
Rising Stars lists by Super
Lawyers Magazine.

David Hilkes (BUS ’98) was
named managing director
of Bermuda-based investment manager Warwick
Capital Management Ltd.
Beth Lacke (THE ’98)
starred in “Christmas
Again,” which aired in
December on Disney
Channel and Disney+.

Brian Tehako (BUS
’97) was named chief
investment officer at
Bermuda-based investment manager Warwick
Capital Management Ltd.
Michael Alfano (COE
MEd ’98) was named vice
provost for strategic partnerships at Sacred Heart
University in Fairfield,
Conn. Alfano is also dean of
the university’s Farrington
College of Education.
Karina Ayala-Bermejo
(JD ’98) received the
Justice John Paul Stevens
Award from the Chicago
Bar Association. She is

» George Lane (BUS MS
’98) is now managing
director and real estate
portfolio manager with
Pretium Partners LLC,
based in New York City.

In Memoriam
Lord, we commend to you the
souls of our dearly departed. In
your mercy and love, grant them
eternal peace.
Alumni
Jerry P. Hartmann (EDU ’49)
Ernest Lee (BUS ’49) Gabriel
S. Berrafato (BUS ’50, JD ’52)
Dorothy A. Gutierrez (CSH ’50)
Patricia B. Hankins (LAS ’50)
Andrew M. Lock (BUS ’52)
Terence P. Brennan (LAW ’53)
Joseph Pecoraro (EDU ’53)
Richard A. Ritter (BUS ’55)
Edgar L. Nolan (BUS ’56)
Rita K. Zick (LAS ’56) Gerald J.
Mellenthin (BUS ’57) Brother
Donald P. Houde (LAS ’58)
Hugh V. Naughton (LAS ’58)
Richard W. Rosenbaum (LAS
MA ‘59) Catherine T. Wirtz (LAS
MEd ‘59) The Hon. Charles R.
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as a partner in the law
firm’s Chicago office.

» Cheryl Potts (BUS ’98)
has been appointed
executive director of Oak
Park (Ill.) Township’s
Community Mental
Health Board.

Susan Vargo (THE ’98) was
appointed head of live events
at Moonbug Entertainment.
Vargo oversees Moonbug’s
brand- and franchisespecific live shows, branded
areas, character events, and
experiences in locations
such as theme parks, water
parks and other attractions.
She is based in the company’s U.K. headquarters.
Mark D. Belongia (JD
’99) joined Hinshaw &
Culbertson’s commercial
transactions practice group

Winkler (JD ’60) Bill Carsley
(LAS ’61, MA ’67, JD ’69) J.
Edward Clair (JD ’61) Richard
J. Dusatko (LAS ’61) Richard
W. Piecuch (CSH ’61) John
D. Simpson (LAW ’61) Alvin
R. Becker (JD ’62) Edmund
Paulius Jr. (BUS ’62) William J.
Destefano (CSH ’63) Dennis B.
Haase (JD ’63) The Hon. James
B. Klein (LAW ’63) Bernard L.
Ducat (BUS ’64) Tom Holbrook
(MBA ’66) Sister Dorothy Randall (LAS ’66) Rex H. Ball (LAS
MA ’67) Carol A. Barcal (EDU
’67) Dennis H. Kwiatkowski
(BUS ’67) Robert A. Rhinehart
(LAS ’67) John E. McNeal (BUS
’68) Garry W. Griebel (BUS ’69)
Daniel A. O’Donohue (BUS ’69,
LAS MS ’77) Alfred W. Zetzsche
(BUS ’69) Paul E. Barry (MBA
’70) Dennis M. India (CSH ’71)
Sister Margaret M. Kasper,
B.V.M. (EDU MEd ’71)

SUMMER 2022

Sasha L. Gerritson
(MUS ’99), a DePaul
trustee and opera director
at Northeastern Illinois
University, was elected
to the board of trustees
of Window to the World
Communications Inc., parent
company of PBS affiliate
station WTTW Channel 11
and classical music radio
station WFMT 98.7 FM.
Susan L. Renner (CSH
MS ’99) was appointed
territory sales manager for
thermosets and coatings at
Chromaflo Technologies, a
global supplier of colorant
systems and chemical and
pigment dispersions.
Charles J. Sebaski (BUS
’99) joined Ambac Financial
Group, a New York-based
financial services holding
company, as managing
director and head of
investor relations.

Portal Innovations’ flagship
Chicago operation. The
facility, offering wet and
dry lab and office space,
will allow Portal to grow
and scale its investment
in early-stage biotech
companies in Chicago.
Sofia Hernandez (BUS ’00),
an ad industry veteran, was
promoted to global head
of business marketing at
TikTok.
Amy Jacobs (COE MEd
’00) was awarded National
Board Certification as a
Gifted Education Teacher.
Jacobs teaches third grade,
language arts and social
studies at Science & Arts
Academy, an independent
day school in Des Plaines,
Ill., for gifted students in
junior kindergarten through
eighth grade.

2000s

Adeola Ogunsemi (BUS
’00) was appointed
executive director and
group chief financial officer
at Oando Plc, a Nigerian
multinational energy
company.

Patrick Flavin (JD ’00)
was named president of

Lindy Russell-Heymann
(THE ’00) illustrated “Don’t

Ingeborg L. Teske (EDU ’71)
John B. Artis (LAS MA ’72)
Charles J. DeGrange (JD ’74)
Vincent A. Varsek (BUS ’74)
Henry J. Koci (BUS ’75, MS
’77) James J. Wood (MBA ’75)
Mark M. Anderson (JD ’76)
James F. Christensen (BUS ’76)
Percy L. Lewis (JD ’77) Larry
L. Covert (LAS MA ’79) Jeffrey
R. Chicoine (BUS MS ’80) Louis
J. Farina (BUS MS ’80) Robert
E. Henderson (BUS ’80) Diane
L. Turkowski (CSH ’80) Donna
E. Galuszka (BUS ’81, EDU MEd
’04) Lisa M. O’Brien (CDM MS
’83) Rev. Espiridion D. Celis
(CDM MS ’84) Alice E. Reuter
(MBA ’86) Joe Fette (MBA ’88)
Roger A. Stansbury (JD ’89)
Sharon J. Floersch Fridell (LAS
’93) Amy J. Szczepaniak (JD
’95) Mark A. Voyda (BUS ’95)
Richard M. Kaczanko (CDM ’97)
Marjorie Noonan (EDU MEd ’98)

Jeff Mullins (MBA ’00) Tyler
A. Van Lonkhuyzen (JD ’00)
Yuthama Kusumpa (MBA ’01)
Andrew T. Harmon (EDU MEd
’06) Sherri C. Henderson
(SNL ’06, LAS MS ’10, CDM MS
’15) Theresa Thomas (LAS MS
’06) Takeia Johnson (JD ’09)
Paul A. Temple (JD ’09) Oribi
Kontein (LAS ’17)
Faculty, Staff and Friends
Mary Anne Cappo Dr. Sally K.
Chappell Rev. Dirk Ficca
John J. Haggerty Dr. Charles
F. Lindblade Dr. Norman D.
Nicholson Beatrice F. Orzac
Frank Sherman John M. Stout
Editor’s Note: Due to space limitations, this memorial list includes
only those alumni and friends who
our offices have confirmed have
passed away since the previous
issue was printed.
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Just Have the Soup: 52
Analogies for Leadership,
Coaching and Life,” a
collection of analogies,
authored by her husband,
Alan Heymann, about his
executive coaching practice.
Jessica Strang (CSH
’01) recently launched
the second season of
her therapy podcast,
“Everything You Want To
Know About Therapy *but
were too afraid to ask.”
Strang started the podcast
in 2021 to demystify
therapy for the public.

» Hilary Ward (LAS ’01)
was promoted to director
of community impact and
philanthropy with
McDonald’s Corporation.

Rachel Bicicchi (LAS ’02)
was promoted to professor
at Staley Library, Millikin
University, in Decatur, Ill.
Bicicchi received Millikin’s
2021 Teaching Excellence
and Campus Leadership
Award, and she is the
inaugural recipient of
the Outstanding Faculty
Service Award for her work
as Millikin’s director of
online learning during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Richard Evonitz (JD ’02)
was named general counsel
for Delta Dental Plans
Association, an association
of the 39 Delta Dental
member companies in the
United States and Puerto
Rico delivering dental
benefits to more than 80
million members.
Alina Rubin (CDM ’02,
MS ’06) authored her
first novel, “A Girl with
a Knife,” a historical

adventure of a woman
doctor. Rubin also works
at Exelon Corporation as a
compliance analyst.

» Peter R. Tyksinski (JD
’02), an attorney with
Momo-o, Matsuo &
Namba in Tokyo, Japan,
has been appointed as
the vice chair of the
American Chamber of
Commerce in Japan’s
legal services and IP
committee.

Christa Graverson (BUS
’03) was named chief
compliance officer at
Baird, an employee-owned
international financial
services firm.

Katherine Eder Christy (JD
’04) began a new position
as an administrative judge
with the Charlotte District
Office (Federal Sector)
of the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission
(EEOC). She had been an
EEOC trial attorney.

John Harrington (COE MEd
’06) was named principal of
Saint Patrick High School in
Chicago.

» Cheryl Lawrence
(SCPS ’04) is now CEO of
Open Communities, a
fair housing nonprofit
serving Chicago’s north
and northwest communities based in Evanston,
Ill.

Gita Krishnaswamy (COE
MEd ’05) was named
deputy director at Health &
Medicine Policy Research
Group, a Chicago-based
independent policy center
that conducts research,
educates, and collaborates
with other groups to
advocate policies and
impact health systems to
improve the health status
of all people.

» Efrain “Efry” AyalaJohnson (CMN MA ’04,
MBA ’20) is now director
of inclusive talent
strategy and programs in
the diversity, equity and
inclusion team of United
Airlines. He is based in the
Chicago headquarters.

Anita Banerji (CMN MA ’04)
was named senior program
director for media and
tech for The Leadership
Conference on Civil and
Human Rights and The
Leadership Conference
Education Fund.

Audrey Thomas (SCPS
MA ’05) received the
Philanthropic Lifetime
Achievement Award from
the Executive Service
Corps. Thomas is the CEO
of Deborah’s Place, a
Chicago-based nonprofit
organization that works
to provide opportunities
for women experiencing
homelessness in Chicago.

» Steven Pryor (MBA
’05) joined Federal Home
Loan Bank Chicago as its
independent security
officer monitoring the
bank’s information
security functions, with
a focus on cybersecurity.

Stanley E. Jacot Jr. (BUS
’06) was named chief
executive officer of Arcadia
Biosciences, an agricultural
biotechnology company
headquartered in Davis, Calif.
Julie Langdon (JD ’06)
joined the Chicago
office of Vedder Price, a
global commercial law
firm, as a shareholder in its
intellectual property group.

» Paulina Garga-Chmiel
(LAS ’07) joined
Chicago-based Dykema
as senior counsel in the
financial services
litigation practice and
commercial mortgagebacked securities special
servicer groups.

Jason Lewkowicz (SCPS
’07) is now senior vice
president of cyber defense
and applied security at
Optiv Security Inc.

Julie Patterson (MBA
’06) was named 2022
Outstanding Dietitian of
the Year by the Illinois
Academy of Nutrition and
Dietetics. She is assistant
professor of nutrition and
dietetics in the School of
Health Studies at Northern
Illinois University.

» Dennis E. Merkley (JD
’07) joined Howard &
Howard’s business and
corporate law group in
Peoria, Ill.

» Ryan Gable (MBA ’07)
received the Better
Business Bureau of
Chicago Torch Award for
Ethics on behalf of his
company, StartingPoint
Realty, which serves the
Chicago area. In 2021, he
co-founded a nonprofit
for children, Bikes &
Music, dedicated to
bringing bicycles and
musical instruments to
children in need.

SUMMER 2022

Dr. Nicole Meschbach
(CSH ’07), an orthopedic
adult and reconstructive
surgeon, joined Adena
Orthopedic and Spine
Institute in Chillicothe,
Ohio.
Tammy Scarborough
(MBA ’07) was named by
University of North Carolina
Health as president of its
statewide region. She is
responsible for statewide
hospital performance,
with a focus on improving
quality, clinical outcomes,
employee experience and
patient satisfaction.
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Justin Stoner (JD ’07) is
now a partner of Chicagobased Murphy Stoner,
where he focuses his
practice on personal injury
and workers compensation cases.

» Dr. Calvin Williams
(CSH ’07) recently
opened Essential
Dermatology Group
PLLC in Bedford, Texas.

Holdings, a creator
monetization company
that strives to help
social-media creators
become more successful.

Mandy Zaransky (MBA
’08) was named senior vice
president of marketing,
communications and
business development
at the Institute of Food
Technologists, based in
Chicago.

» Michael McCarthy
(LAS MA ’08) was
featured in a PBS
documentary,
“Hindenburg’s Fatal
Flaws,” based on his
2020 nonfiction book,
“The Hidden
Hindenburg.”

Pia Opulencia (CSH ’08) is
now vice president of U.S.
products for Chicagobased Evive, a supplier
of digital engagement
and communication
technology.

» Geoff Burkhart (JD
’08) was elected
president of the
National Association for
Public Defense, a
30,000-member
organization. He is
executive director of the
Texas Indigent Defense
Commission in Austin.

Jasmine Gurneau (LAS
’08) has been promoted
to director of Native
American and Indigenous
affairs within the Office of
Institutional Diversity and
Inclusion at Northwestern
University.
Erich Lochner (LAS
MA ’08) was named
senior vice president of
creator partnerships at
Vancouver-based BBTV
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Work,” about a day in
the life of a young child
and her working father.

Raum Sandoval (CDM
’08) has been promoted
to chief information
security officer at Entara,
a Chicago-based extended
service provider of IT
managed services,
security integration
services, and breach
remediation and recovery
services.

» Arpan Shah (BUS
’08), a loan officer and
mortgage specialist at
JP Morgan Chase in
Niles, Ill., published a
children’s illustrated
book, “Daddy Goes to

SUMMER 2022

Warren M. Davis (LAS
MA ’09) was appointed
executive director of the
Sonoran Arts League in
Cave Creek, Ariz.
Juliana Garcia-Uribe (JD
’09) has been promoted to
counsel of Murtha Cullina
LLP, headquartered in
Hartford, Conn., where
she is a member of the
Immigration Practice
Group.
Evan Whitfield (JD ’09)
was named vice president
of equity, alumni relations
and engagement for the
Chicago Fire Football
Club, for which he formerly played as a defender.
Whitfield joined the Fire
from Schiller DuCanto &
Fleck LLP, where he had
been named partner.

2010s

basketball program at
Loyola University Chicago.
Guth previously served as
women’s basketball head
coach at Yale University
and as assistant coach at
Loyola from 2005 to 2007.
She also worked as an
assistant coach at DePaul
from 2008 to 2010 and at
Northwestern University
from 2013 to 2015.
Thomas Sivak (LAS MS ’10)
was appointed by President
Joe Biden to serve as
regional administrator,
Region 5, for the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency. Sivak serves as
the deputy director of
operations for the Cook
County Department of
Emergency Management
and Regional Security.
Nadia Chivers Wardrip
(MSW ’10), deputy
prosecutor for Lake
County, Ind., was named
the first supervisor of her
office’s special victims
unit. Wardrip joined the
Lake County prosecutor’s
office in 2013 and was
instrumental in helping to
create the unit in 2018.
Heidi Wigdahl (CMN ’10),
a reporter for NBC affiliate
K ARE in Minneapolis,
received the Distinguished
Alumna Award from
DePaul University’s Center
for Journalism Integrity
and Excellence.
Mackenzie C. Eldridge
(CDM ’11) was added to
the roster of directors for
U.S. commercial representation by Backyard
Productions, a film
production company based
in Manhattan Beach, Calif.

» Clifford Carlson (BUS
’10) was promoted to
counsel in the restructuring practice of Weil,
Gotshal & Manges LLP.
He is based in the
Houston office.

Allison Guth (COE MEd
’10) was named head
coach of the women’s

Katherine Letcher (CMN
’11, JD ’14) has joined
Chicago-based Nixon
Peabody as an associate.
Brian Murray (JD ’11) was
elected to partnership
at Holland & Knight.
Murray is a member of the
litigation section in the
firm’s Chicago office.
Kristofer S. Riddle (JD
’11) is now a partner with

Chicago-based Clifford
Law Offices.
Marjani Williams (CMN
MA ’11) is now vice
president of client service
for Chicago-based G&S
Business Communications.
Marisa Ayala Cruz (COE
’12) was named principal
of Lincoln Middle School in
Portland, Maine.
Timothy Dauber (CMN ’12)
was appointed campus
president at Universal
Technical Institute in
Orlando, Fla.
Anna M. Lozoya (JD
’12) was named chief
legal and risk officer at
CommUnityCare Health
Centers. Lozoya is a
registered nurse and an
attorney with years of
leadership experience
in health care systems
in Florida and Illinois
that serve low-income
populations.
Daniel Zajac (BUS
’12) is now the head of
finance-international for
the Pacific Current Group,
headquartered in Tacoma,
Wash.
Christine DiGiovanni
(LAS MS ’13) was named
commercial regional
training manager for the
Great Midwest Region of
Quest Diagnostics, a global
provider of diagnostic
information services.
Angela Gaffney (CDM
’13), executive director of
Independent Film Alliance
of Chicago and founder
of Black Apple Media, has
been named one of Reel
Chicago’s 2022 Reel Women.
Gaffney is also a professor at
Second City’s Harold Ramis
Film School and previously
served as executive producer at The Onion, where she
helped develop Onion Labs,
The Onion’s branded content
agency.
Alyssa Hernandez (LAS
’13) was appointed director
of community development
for the city of Cleveland
by Mayor Justin Bibb.

CLASS NOTES

» Michael J. Pullano (JD
’17) is now an attorney with
Pullano Law, the personal
injury firm founded by his
father, Richard L. Pullano.

Hernandez previously
served as a bureau chief
in the Office of Long-Term
Resiliency at the Florida
Department of Economic
Opportunity, where she
managed HUD Community
Development Block Grant
Disaster Recovery and
Mitigation programs.
Roxy Kozyckyj (BUS
MS ’13) has joined
the Advanced Medical
Technology Association as
director of state government and regional affairs.
Elisabeth Lazzara
(CMN ’13) joined Entre
Commercial Realty as an
associate broker, focusing
on sales and leasing of
industrial properties in
DuPage and Kane counties
in Illinois.
Steven Wallace (MM
’13), a composer and
tenor singer, premiered his
one-act opera, “Undying
Love,” in November at the
Kehrein Center for the
Arts in Chicago’s Austin
neighborhood. The opera
is based on the Nas song
“Undying Love.”
Mathew Kerbis (JD ’14)
founded a new law firm
based on a subscription
model called Subscription
Attorney LLC, with the
intent of making legal
services more affordable
and scalable for his
practice. He also launched
a related podcast called
Law Subscribed.
Jazmira Bota (BUS ’15)
was named marketing
manager at MZI Group, a
Chicago-based minorityand veteran-owned
construction company that
specializes in electrical and
mechanical construction,
telecommunications,
energy infrastructure and
utility projects.
E.R. Fightmaster (LAS ’15),
who plays Dr. Kai Bartley
on ABC’s “Grey’s Anatomy,”
has been confirmed as a
recurring character, the first
nonbinary character on the
hit series.

» Naseem Jamnia (CSH
MS ’15) won the 2021
Samuel R. Delany
Fellowship from
CatStone Books. The
award recognizes and
supports promising
authors working in
science fiction and
fantasy.

Ebony Rose (EDU MA ’15)
is now one of the deans
of students at Sun Prairie
(Wis.) High School.
Rhone Talsma (LAS ’15),
a multimedia librarian at
the Chicago Ridge Public
Library, became champion of the TV quiz show
“Jeopardy!” on January
26 after snapping Amy
Schneider’s record winning
streak. Schneider had won
40 consecutive games,
becoming the winningest
woman on the show.
Stephanie Wade (CMN ’16)
has joined ABC-owned
WLS-TV as a per diem
reporter.
Magdalena Hernandez
(CDM MS ’17) was promoted to editor at Cutters
Studios, an international,
high-end editorial boutique
for independent dramatic
and documentary films.
Tiffany Okirika (SCPS
’17) was named to Forbes’
“The Next 1000” list, which
showcases sole proprietors, self-funded shops
and pre-revenue startups
with under $10 million
in revenue or funding
across the U.S. Okirika is
the founder of SkySpace
Global, which matches
companies with experts in
marketing automation.

» Precious Walker (MPH
’17) is now health equity
project manager for the
Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.
She will assist government and health
regulatory agencies in
disseminating information about COVID-19 and
increasing vaccine
access for disadvantaged communities in
Anchorage, Alaska.

Keena Hutchinson (LAS
’18) was recognized as a
Professional of the Year
for 2022 by Strathmore’s
Who’s Who Worldwide
Edition for her outstanding
contributions and
achievements in the field of
photography. Hutchinson is a
photographer for KEENShots
Photography, a photography
studio in Chicago.

Short Film at the Sundance
Film Festival for “The
Headhunter’s Daughter.”
Ronnie Griggs (BUS ’19,
MS ’20) was promoted to
regional manager of the
transportation sales division
of ENGS Commercial
Finance. He will be
supporting the Great Plains
and Rocky Mountain regions.
Marissa Nelson (CMN
’19), a former associate producer for WTTW’s “Chicago
Tonight” program, was hired
as events producer for The
19th News, an independent,
nonprofit newsroom
reporting on gender, politics
and policy.
Cameron Scott Roberts
(THE ’19) won the Grand
Jury Award for Best
Performance at the 15th annual Gasparilla International
Film Festival in Tampa, Fla.,
for the dramatic feature
film “Relative,” directed by
Michael Glover Smith.

2020s
Brian Carlson (COE EdD
’20) was named dean of
arts, communication and
hospitality at College of
DuPage in Glen Ellyn, Ill.

Don Josephus Raphael
Eblahan (CDM ’19),
Filipino-American director
and screenwriter, received
the Grand Jury Prize for

Jeffrey Elmer (JD ’20)
is now an associate with
Swanson, Martin and Bell
LLP. He focuses his practice
in asbestos litigation and
toxic tort litigation.

» Caitlin M. Barry (JD
’21) joined Chicagobased Swanson, Martin
and Bell LLP as an
associate focusing on
medical negligence and
health care litigation.

Michael Belica (JD ’21) is
now an assistant state’s
attorney in the Criminal
Division in the McHenry
County (Ill.) State’s
Attorney’s Office.
Charlotte Bliss (JD ’21)
joined the Law Offices of
Patrick Markey, a Chicago
law firm focused on
divorce and child custody
and support, as a junior
associate attorney.

Jacab Janssen (THE MFA
’18) is the new artistic
director of Third Avenue
PlayWorks, located in
Sturgeon Bay, Wis.
Brendan Pedersen (CMN
’18), a reporter for American
Banker, an online trade publication covering the financial
services industry, moved to a
new beat covering Congress.
Previously, Pedersen was
a reporter at Kiplinger
Personal Finance covering
tech, money and health care.

company was founded by
Fred Rogers in 1971 as
the nonprofit producer of
“Mister Rogers’
Neighborhood” for PBS.

» Aleya Crable Jennings
(LAS ’20) has joined Fred
Rogers Productions, an
award-winning children’s educational media
organization, as director
of corporate sponsorships and individual
giving. She directs
corporate and individual
fundraising efforts to
help the studio continue
to realize its education
and social missions,
including producing
children’s TV series. The

SUMMER 2022

Ryan Bold (CDM ’21)
self-published the book
“Detective King Book I:
Magic and Mystery,” a
Roaring Twenties-era
fantasy adventure about
the son of Sherlock Holmes’
partner, Watson, and his
detective knights, under the
name LionBolt.
Colin Garvey (CDM MS
’21) completed publication
of his science fiction
book trilogy, “The Fallen
Race.” The e-book series
is available on a variety of
platforms.
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